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Immigrants with Disabilities 

by Ismael Nunez 

In a recent article in the 
Dayton Daily News entitled 
“Fate of Teen with Disability 
in Limbo as Mom Faces 
Deportation”, an immigrant 
from Morocco who 
immigrated here to the USA 
back in 1995 is now living in fear from deportation despite her son 
having a disability.  Her son has “Down Syndrome” and he speaks in 
short sentences. The mother’s other children have stated proudly, “She’s 
doing what every mother should always do…care for her children. Now 
Immigration wants to take that away from us! Why?
citizens. We have never committed any crime. We can’t take him and we 
can’t leave him.” 

 

In another case written by Frank Kineavy of  
Children With Disabilities Fear Deportation”,
immigrants from Mexico face the same dilemma.
Santa Cruz, Calif., have been doing whatever it takes to ensure that their 
8-year-old daughter, Abril, a U.S. citizen, is receiving the best care she 
can possibly get. Abril suffers from cerebral palsy as well as epilepsy, 
and every breath she takes she risks choking on her own saliva or 
phlegm. Her everyday care requires at least one of her parents to b
her side at all times, as well as a suction machine to help her swallow 
properly. Abril was born here, but her parents were not, and if they are 
forced to go back to Mexico, Rafael and Sonia fear that Abril will not 
receive the care she so desperately needs. “If we go to Mexico and we 
have to bring her, it is certain she will not have much time to live.”

Attorneys Taylor Lee & Associates LLC
they stated that immigrant parents often worry about these things. 
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In another case written by Frank Kineavy of  Reuters entitled “Parents of 
Children With Disabilities Fear Deportation”, Latin American 
immigrants from Mexico face the same dilemma. Rafael and Sonia of 
Santa Cruz, Calif., have been doing whatever it takes to ensure that their 
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needs. “If we go to Mexico and we 
have to bring her, it is certain she will not have much time to live.” 

Taylor Lee & Associates LLC posted a blog recently in which 
immigrant parents often worry about these things. Raising children is a rewarding, joyful, 
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yet tremendously trying experience, even for the average person, not to mention if your child happens to 
need special attention and care in order to survive.  

Daily life and fulfilling children's basic needs are often wrought with additional struggle for immigrant 
parents who worry about the following: 

 The parents' undocumented statuses will be discovered as they seek medical assistance for their special 
needs' children. 

 No one would be available to care for their children if both mother and father are deported. 
 They would have to decide between taking their children with them upon removal or leaving them 

behind in the United States where there would likely be an increased chance of survival due to better 
medical care. 

 They also worry whether there is somewhere to turn for support to apply for lawful resident status, 
and whether that's a good idea in their particular situations. 

One must realize that an attack on one Latin American affects all Latinos everywhere.  

About the author Ismael Nunez: 

Ismael Nunez was born and raised and still lives in East Harlem. He is a proud supporter of Puerto Rican 
independence. He is also an avid book collector on topics that range from baseball to Latin America to 
disability issues. Ismael also collects documentaries on DVD and is a fan and collector of Japanese Anime.   

What I'm Thankful for on Thanksgiving 

by Car'Melo Grau-Puig 

I am thankful for everything I have with me like GOD, my family, friends, job, carrying 
my legacy with YAI, continuing my trainings as well as presentations, supporting walks 
for great causes, and reuniting with my family members (mother’s side) that I didn’t 
know. I’m blessed with my health, and living life to the fullest. 

What I am Most Thankful for in 2017 

by Robert Cardona 

I am most thankful for attending Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner 
with my longtime gal-pal of the last 31 years, Nancy Lynn, and her 
family. Though we are not related by blood, Nancy has always been 
there for me and she and her family always welcome me to share in 
their celebrations; the holidays, birthdays etc. I will forever be 
thankful that they are a part of my life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YAI Self Advocates pose with 
Sonja Williams 



 

 
 

 

Chat with Car’Melo: Meet YAI Staff Dorian Chandler 
by Car’Melo Grau-Puig 

 
On October 30th, I had the privilege to 
interview another YAI icon that has been at the 
agency for a long time and is known to produce 
videos with the staff and self advocates, while 
raising awareness for people with I/DD.
talking about Dorian Chandler! In her own 
words she explains about video producing, how 
to include everybody to participate in her
videos, as well as upcoming projects, so pay 
attention to what she has to say... 
 

1. How did you learn about YAI? 
 
I found out about YAI through an online job 
search.  
 
2. When did you become interested in video 
producing?  
 
My interest and passion for video producing 
were sparked while in high school. I was fascinated by radio and television and started interning at a
New York City radio station called HOT97 FM, while I was a senior in high school. While working in radio, I 
became interested in learning more about video and content creation. I graduated Brooklyn College with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in television, radio, and film, and Syracuse University with a Masters of Arts in 
television, radio and film. While in college, I directed two documentaries. From that point on, I knew that 
video producing and directing were my calling. 
 
3. How long have you been at YAI? 
 
I have been with YAI for 11 years. It seems like I just started yesterday. 
 
4. What are your main functions? 
 
My main functions as a video producer for YAI include a variety of duties. I am responsible for creating 
video content for YAI videos, filming the content with a professional camera and audio equipment, editing 
the video content into various video formats and distributing the video content to YAI staff and outside 
customers.  
 
 
5. What is your favorite project that you have worked on at YAI
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My favorite video project that I have produced for YAI is was filmed using a green screen technique and 
features people with developmental and intellectual disabilities discussing the types of rights they have in 
life. It's a training video specifically for the people we support, featuring the people we support.  
 
6. What was the most challenging video project? 

 
Over the years at YAI, I have had many challenging video projects, 
but the most challenging one was producing YAI's Fire Safety 
training video. I worked in conjunction with the New York City 
fire department and foundation to produce real-life fire prevention 
scenarios. Most of the filming was done at the FDNY's training 
facility in New York City. Scenes were filmed with the fire 
department and individuals with developmental and intellectual 
disabilities and included mock fire drills, fire scenes with 
simulated smoke, and evacuation drills which felt like we were in real life fire scenarios.  
 
7. What are your upcoming projects? 
 
I am currently working on several video projects including a new marketing video for the Manhattan Star 
Academy, a Spanish POMs training video featuring all content in Spanish, a Diabetes training video, and a 
Why YAI staff longevity video project that will feature long term YAI employees.  
 
8. Do you find video producing rewarding as a career?  
 
Video producing is a very rewarding career for me. It's my life's passion. I am able to express my ideas 
visually, while creating unique content that educates, instructs and empowers. I am lucky to be able to do 
what I do for a living.  
 
9. Did it open the doors for Self-Advocates to participate in being a part of YAI videos? 
 
Using self-advocates as actors in YAI films is an important part of the producing process for me. There is 
tremendous value in using real-life people (self-advocates) in the YAI videos I produce. Self-advocates gain 
valuable skills while participating in YAI videos and they can use these skills in their everyday lives. Who 
better to represent themselves than self-advocates?  
 
10. In the future, what do you want to see happening for YAI? 
 
YAI's future is bright. Videos and video content are an important part of the YAI brand and I hope to foster 
new video opportunities and channels for the agency. With new technologies such as virtual reality and 
videos on demand, YAI will be able to utilize video as a means for new advancements in the field and to 
better support people with developmental and intellectual disabilities.  
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

Meet SA Newsletter Committee Member

I’m so passionate in carrying on the legacy of this agency. My current status is still with Gramercy 
Preschool as a housekeeper since I started working on March 31st, 2000 and also I’ve been a member of YAI 
Self-Advocacy Association in April of 2005 as well as being a member of the In My Shoes group and being 
part of the SA Newsletter Committee. 

Fun facts:  

 I have 1,000 CDs of Latin music
 As well as never getting a stage fright
 From: Washington Heights, Manhattan, NY
 Started with YAI: December 1999

 

 

My Experience at the Zerega Friday Night S

 by Robert Cardona 

I have been attending the YAI Friday Night Socials at the Zerega Avenue location in the Bronx for many 
years. I have met many people and some of them have moved to YAI h
the Social and some of the people come to my apartment for parties that I host. I DJ and have a great 
selection of albums with lots of great dance music. Most of the people I know and have met, LOVE 
music and LOVE dancing! 

I believe that if anybody wants to have a good time and meet nice people, they should come to the 
Friday Night Social! 

 

 

Staff Appreciation Day 

by Allan Fraser  

I had a great time attending Staff Appreciation Day. A lot of staff was 
there…to be appreciated. 

I got to speak. I spoke about how the Bragg Street Staff helped me out so 
much. They helped me with exercising, budgeting, vacation planning, and 
reading. They even helped me and my family visit my late grandmother’s 
grave. 

You can see why I was so happy that this group received an award at Staff Appreciation Day.
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Famous Latin Americans with Disabilities

by Ismael Nunez 

This past month in September until around early October
MONTH!, where Latin Americans are honored for their

In this and future issues, we’ll be profiling Latin Americans with disabilities. Let’s not forget that New York 
City has a large Latin American population. While the media and Hollywood often port
stereotypes and negative portrayals, these individuals serve as role models for all people! Every year YAI 
does their conference on “Latin Americans with Disabilities,”
American community and rememberin
continue to strive and be an inspiration not just to Latinos but to all people.

Famous People Who Stutter 

Marc Anthony 

He was painfully shy to the point that he would
then discovered that his speech impediment would disappear when 
he sang. “It was my savior,” he confessed. “I preferred to sing
talk so I protected it, [singing] was mine
anything I do it wholeheartedly. Whenever I sang
had to concentrate so hard—I'd lose my

 

My 14 Year Anniversary in My Home

by Robert Cardona  

When I first moved back to Brooklyn in 2004 I was fearful and extremely nervous about living on my own. 
I had mixed feelings about moving to Brooklyn; not knowing how to travel independently, getting used to 
a brand new environment, neighborhood and buildi
responsibilities of having my own apartment. I do my own laundry, cleaning and I am independent with 
taking the medicine that I need to. I can also depend on the support staff from my agency, Job Path.

My thoughts and feelings about living independently is that anyone with a disability can do it, as long as 
they feel comfortable asking for support when they need it and that they have the support they need. I am 
very proud of myself. I have been able to
in my Brooklyn apartment!!  
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Famous Latin Americans with Disabilities 

This past month in September until around early October this country salutes ‘LATINO/A HERTIAGE 
where Latin Americans are honored for their achievements!  

In this and future issues, we’ll be profiling Latin Americans with disabilities. Let’s not forget that New York 
City has a large Latin American population. While the media and Hollywood often port
stereotypes and negative portrayals, these individuals serve as role models for all people! Every year YAI 

in Americans with Disabilities,” showing their commitment to the Latin 
American community and remembering the success of these individuals. Despite their disability, they 

an inspiration not just to Latinos but to all people. 

He was painfully shy to the point that he would refuse to talk. He 
impediment would disappear when 

was my savior,” he confessed. “I preferred to sing than to 
talk so I protected it, [singing] was mine and that’s why when I do 

Whenever I sang—maybe because I 
I'd lose my embarrassing stutter."  

My 14 Year Anniversary in My Home 

When I first moved back to Brooklyn in 2004 I was fearful and extremely nervous about living on my own. 
I had mixed feelings about moving to Brooklyn; not knowing how to travel independently, getting used to 
a brand new environment, neighborhood and building. But…..I have done an excellent job in handling the 
responsibilities of having my own apartment. I do my own laundry, cleaning and I am independent with 
taking the medicine that I need to. I can also depend on the support staff from my agency, Job Path.

My thoughts and feelings about living independently is that anyone with a disability can do it, as long as 
they feel comfortable asking for support when they need it and that they have the support they need. I am 
very proud of myself. I have been able to come a long way to now celebrate the 14th Anniversary of living 
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Famous People with Dyslexia 

Salma Hayek 

Learning a second language isn’t an easy task, but
born actress Salma Hayek, who was diagnosed with dyslexia in 
her teens, that didn’t prevent her from succeeding in school in
Mexico. "I’m really a fast learner," Hayek said. "I always was,
which is maybe why in high school they didn’t
dyslexia. As for her dyslexia: “It doesn’t
long time to read a script, but I read it only once.” I directed 
Maldonado Miracle, and I never brought the script to the set."

Trip to Japan 

by Janice McPhillips 

Tea Time 

My favorite part of my trip to Japan was visiting the traditional tea 
ceremony where we took off our shoes and a lady came in to tell us the 
history of the place. Then she came with trays of tea and a sweet to eat. 
There is a special way of turning the tea
heads down. To me it was very special and very spiritual. 

 

Boating 

One favorite thing that I did was going on two boats in Japan. One 
boat ride I went on we had to take off our shoes. We had a nice tour 
of the Japan River. We had an old master that told us the history. We 
had to lie down each time we came to low bridges. 

My second boat ride was like white water rafting. The guides talked 
about the ancient history of the boat and the river. It was really 
exciting to see the nature, trees, we also saw mountains. It was a wet 
rainy day and we were all so cold!   
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Learning a second language isn’t an easy task, but for Mexican-

diagnosed with dyslexia in 
didn’t prevent her from succeeding in school in 

Mexico. "I’m really a fast learner," Hayek said. "I always was, 
which is maybe why in high school they didn’t realize I had 
dyslexia. As for her dyslexia: “It doesn’t bother me now. I take a 

but I read it only once.” I directed The 
, and I never brought the script to the set." 

My favorite part of my trip to Japan was visiting the traditional tea 
ceremony where we took off our shoes and a lady came in to tell us the 
history of the place. Then she came with trays of tea and a sweet to eat. 
There is a special way of turning the teacup and we had to bow our 
heads down. To me it was very special and very spiritual.  

One favorite thing that I did was going on two boats in Japan. One 
boat ride I went on we had to take off our shoes. We had a nice tour 
of the Japan River. We had an old master that told us the history. We 
had to lie down each time we came to low bridges.  

My second boat ride was like white water rafting. The guides talked 
about the ancient history of the boat and the river. It was really 
exciting to see the nature, trees, we also saw mountains. It was a wet 

Janice (left) tries out samari style with 
other travelers.
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Meet SA Newsletter Committee Member Janice 

My name is Janice McPhillips and I am a self advocate. I have an intellectual disability. My mother passed 
away and my dad is very ill and I cared for them both. From this experience I know how important it is to 
have access to good healthcare. My mother raised me to help others. I give to charity and volunteer my 
time for a few different organizations. I enjoy working with children with intellectual disabilities. I 
volunteered at a Children’s Clinic. I read to them, played games, crafts, and simply helped them learn to 
be kids. All children, even if they have disabilities, have the right to go to school, be healthy, interact with 
others, and be happy. 

 

Embracing Independence 

Below is a speech Howard S. recently shared at the BIP conference in Albany.   

I have been with YAI for 41 years. I have lived in four group homes in that time. In 
2015, I was asked if I wanted to get my own apartment near where I worked in 
Farmingdale.  

Unfortunately, it took quite a while for the apartment to be ready and in that time I lost my job. I needed to find a new 
job that both I enjoyed and that was still close to where I would be living. I worked hard with support from my staff 
and job coach, and after trying something that did not work out, I was offered the maintenance position at the YAI 
Day Hab in Farmingdale. This job is perfect for me because I enjoy it and it is close enough that I can walk there when 
the weather is nice.  

The apartment I moved into is very nice, but also pricey. I do not make enough money to cover the monthly rent on 
my own, but thankfully the Self Direction Budget covers most of my rent. This allows me to afford to stay in my 
beautiful apartment and also helps me with my other bills and expenses. 

Before moving out on my own, I never had any bills and I rarely did anything online besides playing games and using 
Google. But, in order to keep up with my new bills, I have been using online auto pay. This has been great, and I also 
recently learned how to deposit checks on my phone with my bank app. Technology has made things easier for me, I 
even book Uber rides to work when it rains with the Uber app on my phone. I originally had some trouble grocery 
shopping since I do not have a car to put my groceries in, but discovered I can have them delivered to me via Peapod. 
Now, I get my groceries and other household necessities delivered to me every two weeks.  

I no longer have 24 hour staff now that I am on my own, but now I get Community Hab staff. They have helped me 
learn all of this new technology and assist me with my bills and medical appointments. They worked with my old staff 
to make the transition smooth and to prepare me for my ultimate goal of living independently and I am extremely 
happy with where I currently am in life. Even though I was nervous when I first decided I wanted to do this, I am 
enjoying myself and look forward to living in my new apartment for a long time. 


